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General Instructions 

 

1. Short letters are better than long letters. The maximum length is 

200 words. 100 is even better, because it’s more likely to be 

read. Deadlines:  

a. Weeklies: two Fridays prior to election (to get in that last 

week before the election) 

b. THE ITHACA JOURNAL NO LONGER ACCEPTS 

ENDORSEMENT LETTERS. 

2. Include your name, town, and phone number. The IJ still 

sometimes calls people to ensure that they want their letters 

published. If possible, mention Election Day, November 5. 

3. Send only one letter per paper during late Election Season.  

4. Submissions: Send one at a time (no group e-mails) to any or all 

of these addresses: 

a. Tompkins Weekly: JessicaW@VizellaMedia.com   

b. Ithaca Times:  editor@ithacatimes.com  

c. Finger Lakes Community Newspapers: editor@flcn.org  

d. Lansing Star: editor@lansingstar.com  

e. Cortland Standard: opinion@cortlandstandard.net  

f. Cornell Sun: opinion@cornellsun.com  

g. Ithaca Voice: koconnor@ithacavoice.com 
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The Character Letter 

The character letter speaks to the personality and qualities of the candidate 

that you think will make him or her a great representative. 

 

EXAMPLES (47 words/102 words):   

September 16, 2013 

Dear Editor: 

I am proud to support Mike Lane for County Legislator. Mike Lane’s service on the Legislature 

and in Dryden proves that he is serious, thoughtful, and fiscally responsible. I trust him to make choices 

that keep us safe, maintain basic services, and protect our most vulnerable citizens. 

                                                            XXXXXX, Village of Dryden, 607-xxx-xxxx 

 

October 3, 2007 

 

Dear Editor: 

I'd like to encourage Dryden residents to support Jim Skaley for Town Board. Although Jim's background 

as an environmental planner will be invaluable as Dryden completes its Master Plan, and his community 

work with the Varna Association is impressive, what I like most about Jim as a candidate--and a person!-

-are his even-tempered personality and his talent for separating facts from sentiment. It seems to me 

that these are key skills in negotiating the often rocky shoals of local politics. Jim will be a steadying 

influence on the Dryden Town Board, and I look forward to voting for him on November 4. 

Kathy Zahler 

Town of Dryden 

xxx-xxxx 

 



The Single-Issue Letter 

The single-issue letter selects one of the candidate’s key issues and tells why it’s a 

reason to vote for him or her. See the candidate’s website or palm card for 

information that might help. Typical topics include: 

land use/planning     spending  hydrofracking  job creation 

 

EXAMPLES (95 words/79 words):   

Dear Editor: 

Like many Dryden residents, I’m worried about rising assessments and taxes. They’re eating into a 

paycheck that is not growing as fast as town spending seems to be. I’m glad that Paul Lutwak is running 

for Town Board. At his job as Director of Instructional and Informational Technology at Newfield 

Schools, Paul is known as someone who annually saves his district thousands of dollars by thinking 

innovatively. He cuts costs without cutting corners. We need that kind of thoughtful planning at the 

town level. I’m voting for Paul Lutwak for Town Board on November 8. 

Steve Bissen 

Town of Dryden  

539-6439 

 

Dear Editor: 

I support Jason Leifer for Dryden Town Board in the election on November 3. Jason’s support 

for our community centers has led to important capital improvements. As a member of the 

Dryden Recreation Commission, I am especially pleased with Jason’s commitment to the young 

people of our town. Whether you live in Freeville, Etna, Ellis Hollow, Varna, or anywhere else 

in the Town of Dryden, please join me in re-electing this hardworking, thoughtful citizen to the 

Dryden Town Board. 

Monica Knight 

Village of Dryden 

xxx-xxxx 



The Candidate-and-Me Letter 

This kind of letter connects you personally with the candidate, whether you 

know him or her as a friend or not. It tells how the candidate meets your 

personal needs as a potential representative. 

 

EXAMPLE (146 words):   

October 3, 2009 

Dear Editor: 

Like me, Jason Leifer is a practicing attorney who lives in Dryden. In addition to 

his busy life with his two young children and his law practice, Jason is a 

hardworking, active member of Dryden’s Town Board. He constantly impresses 

me with his understanding of town government and his ability to get things done, 

whether it’s finding and managing grant money or passing a real property tax 

assessment exemption for people who make home improvements but don’t want 

to face the usual immediate burden of reassessment and higher taxes. 

Jason’s ideas about maintaining Dryden’s independence in land-use issues also 

impress me, and his goals are important to all of us in this era of gas drilling and 

cell-tower siting. I hope that everyone in the Town of Dryden will join me in 

returning Jason Leifer to the Town Board by voting for Jason on November 3.  

 

Kelly Damm 

Village of Dryden 

xxx-xxxx 



The General Letter 

This is an overview letter that tells all the various reasons a voter should choose 

your candidate. The one below mentions the candidate’s background, 

character, and a couple of critical issues. 

 

EXAMPLE (154 words):   

October 18, 2007 

Dear Editor: 

Mary Ann Sumner has been an active, involved Town Board member in Dryden. She has used 

her financial know-how to help the town decide how to distribute funds, and now she is working 

on her own to simplify and clarify the budget. She has used her interest in conservation and 

open space to move toward implementation of the town’s Comprehensive Plan, a plan that will 

give guidelines for careful, sensible development for the next decade or more.   

Now Mary Ann is running for Town Supervisor. I can’t think of anyone better qualified to do the 

job. She has proven leadership skills, a strong financial background, and the attention to detail 

that will keep Dryden moving forward. More than that, she has the passion for and dedication to 

Dryden that I want to see in the person who manages my town. On November 6, join me in 

electing Mary Ann Sumner as Dryden Town Supervisor. 

Arjan Crimi 

Town of Dryden 

607-xxx-xxxx 



The Anti Letter 

This type of letter contrasts your candidate with the opponent and finds the 

opponent wanting. 

 

EXAMPLE (198 words):   

Dear Editor: 

When a company hires an executive, they expect him or her to have a basic understanding of the 

company’s master plan. I don’t think it’s unreasonable to expect the leaders I elect to have a basic 

understanding of the town they wish to lead. 

I attended the Dryden Meet-the-Candidates event in Etna on October 2. When a question was asked 

about Dryden’s Comprehensive Plan—a plan the town worked on with public input for several years and 

finally adopted in 2005—I was surprised to note that the Republican candidates seemed unfamiliar with 

it. None seemed to have taken the time to review the plan. In contrast, all of the Democratic candidates 

were aware of the plan’s implications for improvements, development, open space, and conservation 

throughout the town.   

Dryden’s Comprehensive Plan is the blueprint for everything that should and will happen in the town 

through the year 2020. I’m not recommending it to all town residents, just to those who want to govern 

the town. 

On November 6, I will vote for Mary Ann Sumner, Dave Makar, and Joe Solomon. They are the 

candidates who seem most willing to do the work required to get the job done.       

 

Martin Hatch 

Town of Dryden 

607-273-8132 

 


